
Visa Information 
Hong Kong – Spring 2020 

For SU Center students only 

In order to participate on the Syracuse Hong Kong program, you will need two visas.  Non-U.S. citizens 
may need three visas:   

1. All students will need a Hong Kong student visa to study in Hong Kong during the semester.
2. All students will also need a Chinese tourist visa to participate on the Signature Seminar which

includes travel to Beijing in Mainland China.
3. If you are a non-U.S. citizen, you may need a Taiwan travel visa in order to participate on the

Signature Seminar which also includes Taiwan.  It is your responsibility to check with the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office to see if you need a Taiwan travel visa.

This information booklet will provide you with detailed information about how to apply for a Hong 
Kong student visa and a Chinese tourist visa. 

Part I. – Passports 

 You must have a passport.  If you do not have a passport, apply for one now.
Use the expedited service (which takes 2-3 weeks) as you will need to have your passport
information submitted to Syracuse Abroad by Wednesday, October 2, 2019.  The regular
service takes approximately six weeks to process.
There are some additional fees involved in using the expedited service (approx. $60), but it is
worth not compromising your study abroad semester by missing visa deadlines.  Details about
obtaining a U.S. passport can be found on the National Passport Agency website at:
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html

Syracuse University students can apply for their passports at the Marshall Square Mall post office. 

 Your passport MUST be valid for 6 months after the program end date. If your passport expires
on or before November 19, 2020, the foreign consulate will not issue you a visa.
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 You must also have at least two blank pages in your passport. If not, you will need to have
additional pages added to your passport now.

 Remember to sign your passport upon receipt.

Part II. – Hong Kong Student Visa 

In order to obtain a Hong Kong student visa, you will need to submit the following information to Mary 
Fedorko at Syracuse Abroad by 5pm on Wednesday, October 2, 2019.  You may submit this information 
earlier.  Do not delay.  Start now. 

Visiting students:  Please allow for extra mailing time.  If necessary, you may need to send your 
paperwork via the priority mailing rate (approx. $5.95) so that it arrives on time.  Inquire at the post 
office.  Mail the items listed below to:  

Mary Fedorko 
Syracuse Abroad 
106 Walnut Place 
Syracuse, NY 13244 

Syracuse Abroad will submit all applications to Hong Kong Immigration on your behalf.  

• Hong Kong student visa application (ID995A) -http://www.immd.gov.hk/pdforms/ID995A.pdf
--This application will take about twenty minutes to complete.  A sample application is included in this 
packet on page 9.  Please review carefully before beginning the application.   
--You may complete the application on-line.  If you decide to complete by hand, please do so neatly in 
BLOCK letters using black or blue pen only. 
--The bar code on the bottom of each page must appear in full when printed. 
--Please print single-sided only. 
--Pages 1 - 4 of this application must be signed with your original handwritten signature on the bottom 
of each page. Pages 5 – 7 can be discarded.  
--Only original applications with original signatures are accepted.  No scanned, faxed, or emailed 
copies are accepted. 
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• A clear photocopy of your signed passport 

information page  
--Be sure that you have signed your passport or it will not be 
accepted. 
--The photocopy must be a clear copy showing the full page 
in its entirety. Please place your passport flat on the middle 
of the scanner/copier.  Photos of your passport are not 
accepted.  
--Make sure your passport does not expire before November 
29, 2020 or it will not be accepted. 
 

• Two (2) official passport photos 
--Actual photographs are needed.  No emails of scanned images are accepted. 
--The photo must have been taken within the last six months. 
--Please note: No jewelry, no eyeglasses, no hats, no white garments.  Neutral expression with closed 
mouth; color photo with white/plain background; no shadows. 
--Write your name (lightly) on the back of each photo. 
--You may get passport photos from stores such as Marshall Square post office, CVS, Walmart, etc.   
--You will need an additional passport photo when you independently apply for your Chinese tourist 
visa this November/December so be sure to order enough photos upfront.  You will need 3 passport 
photos in total for the entire program (including the Signature Seminar). Because of the strict photo 
requirements for a Chinese visa, you may want to follow their guidelines for all the photos. 
 

• Proof of funds totaling US $3,850.   
--Proof of funds can be shown by submitting bank statement(s); scholarship award document; letter 
from the Office of Financial Aid showing your award amount; retirement fund document, etc.  (Bank 
statements need to include the bank name and logo, account owner’s name and the amount of funds 
present.  You may black out the account number.)   
 

• Declaration by Financial Sponsor, if applicable. 
(http://www.cityu.edu.hk/meao/doc/Financial_Sponsor_Declaration_Eng.pdf)  

-- If the bank statement (or other supporting document) is NOT in your name, then you MUST have the 
owner complete and sign the Declaration by Financial Sponsor. 
--The owner of the funds must also submit a clear photocopy of their passport or a clear photocopy of 
their U.S. driver’s license.  The purpose is to authenticate the signature.  The signatures must match. 
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• Check or money order for $29 (U.S.) made payable to Syracuse University.  Cash will not be 
accepted. 

--Money orders can be purchased at any U.S. post office and at most drug stores. 
 

• Proof of resident status in the U.S., if applicable.  
--If you are not a U.S. citizen, you must send a copy of your green card or your valid F-1 U.S. student 
visa and a copy of your valid I-20. 
 
When will you receive your Hong Kong Student Visa? 
 
 Group flight students: Students who choose to take the group flight to Hong Kong will receive 

their Hong Kong student visa at the airport from the Syracuse Abroad representative.  
 

 Independent travelers: Students who choose to travel independently to Hong Kong will be 
mailed their Hong Kong student visa in mid- to late-December (immediately prior to their 
departure for Hong Kong).  Students will need to supply Syracuse Abroad with a pre-paid UPS 
label.  Instructions for ordering a UPS label will be sent to independent travelers in December. 

 
Hong Kong Student Visas:  Special Instructions for Non-U.S. Citizens and U.S. Citizens NOT born in the 
U.S. 
  
 Students who are citizens of countries other than the United States and students who are not 

carrying a U.S. passport may have visa requirements different from those for U.S. citizens.   
 

 Visa processing times for non-U.S. citizens and even U.S. citizens NOT born in the U.S. can take 
longer than normal so please submit your paperwork by the designated deadline.  

 
 A Hong Kong student visa cannot be issued to student of the following nationalities:   

Afghanistan, Albania, Cambodia, Cuba, Laos, North Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea), Nepal and Vietnam. 

 

 If you are an international student studying in the U.S. on an F or J visa, you should consult with 
your International Student Advisor concerning the signatures and documents necessary to re-
enter the United States to resume study after your semester abroad.  
 

 Students holding Hong Kong citizenship and who travel on the passport of that country will NOT 
need a Hong Kong student visa to study in Hong Kong; you WILL need a tourist visa for China. 
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Part III. – Chinese Tourist Visa (apply on your own between November 11 and December 13) In order 
to participate on the Signature Seminar to Mainland China, you will need to obtain a Chinese tourist 
visa.   
 
You will need to apply for a Chinese tourist visa on your own.  You must do so as soon as you receive 
the copy of your round-trip ticket and hotel reservations which will be supplied to you from the Syracuse 
Abroad office around mid-November.   
 
It usually takes about 8 business days (plus mailing time, if applicable) for a U.S. citizen to have his/her 
Chinese tourist visa application processed if the paperwork has been submitted correctly.  Non-U.S. 
citizens may face delays and may receive requests for additional documents, so apply as early as you 
are instructed. 
 
At least one blank page is required in your passport; at least two blank pages are required in your 
passport if you live in the New York or Washington D.C. jurisdictions.  
 
How do you apply for your Chinese Tourist Visa?  There are two different ways to do this: 

 
--You can apply in person to the Chinese consulate in your jurisdiction.  (To locate the Chinese 
consulate in your jurisdiction, check http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/zmzlglj/t84229.htm.)  You 
must go in person or you can send someone you trust to submit your visa application in person to the 
Chinese consulate.  You cannot mail it directly to the consulate.  You will also need to go back to the 
Chinese consulate (in about eight business days) to pick up your passport stamped with your visa.  
When you submit your visa application, you will be given a pickup form.  Remember to take this form 
with you at the time of visa pickup.   

 
--If you cannot or do not want to go in person, you can apply through a visa processing company such 
as Travisa (www.travisa.com) or China Entry Visa (www.ChinaEntryVisa.net).  Both U.S. citizens and 
non-U.S. citizens can apply for their Chinese tourist visa through such an agency.  There is a service fee 
that will be charged plus the cost of express mailing.  If you have questions about applying through a 
visa processing company, please call their office directly or contact Mary Fedorko at Syracuse Abroad 
(315-443-9424). 
 
-If you apply through Travisa, do not sign up for the concierge service.  It is very expensive and not 
necessary.  Likewise, do not pay Travisa to register your trip with the US Embassy.  US citizens may 
register themselves free of charge. 
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 What items do you need to apply for your Chinese tourist visa?  (If applying in person directly to the 
Chinese consulate, please review your consulate website prior to your appointment as it is possible for 
the consulates to change their requirements at any time.  Also check the website for the hours during 
which applications are accepted.) 
 

• Original Chinese tourist visa application (Form V.2013), plus one copy 
http://newyork.china-consulate.org/eng/lsyw/lszjx/sbqz/df/P020130831195989835461.pdf 
--An application template is included in this packet.  Please review carefully.  
--Applications must be typed on-line in CAPITAL LETTERS. No handwritten applications are accepted. 
--Every question must be answered.  Type “N/A” or “NONE” if a question does not apply to you. 
--Print the form upon completion.  Remember to sign and date page 4 (by hand). The signature on the 
application form must match the signature on the applicant’s passport. 
--Do not glue/staple/tape the photo to your application. Use a paperclip. 
--The visa application must be single-sided. 
 

• Your actual passport, plus one clear photocopy of the information page 
--Be sure that you have signed your passport. 
--Make sure your passport does not expire before November 19, 2020 or it will not be accepted. 
--Make sure that you have at least two blank pages in your passport. 
 

• One official color passport photo with white background 
--The photo must have been taken within the last six months. 
--Please note: No jewelry, no eyeglasses, no hats, no white garments.  Neutral expression with closed 
mouth; color photo with white/plain background; no shadows. No sleeveless or flesh-colored shirts. 
--You may get passport photos from stores such as CVS, Walgreens, Walmart.  SU students may get 
passport photos taken at the Marshall Square post office. 
--Please take note of the photo requirements for a Chinese visa. 
 

• A copy of your round-trip airline ticket from the U.S. (or your home country) to Hong Kong, 
shown as paid in full (The Chinese consulate in NYC requires that you are returning to your 
home country; other consulates want to see an onward flight.) 
 

• A copy of your round-trip airline ticket (Hong Kong to/from China) - (this will be supplied to 
you by Syracuse Abroad in mid-November) 
 

• A copy of your hotel reservations for Mainland China – (this will be supplied to you by 
Syracuse Abroad in mid-November) 
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• Visa processing fee  
--The price of the visa varies for citizens of different countries based on China’s reciprocal agreements 
with that particular country.  Currently, the cost for U.S. citizens is $140. 
--If you are going to the Chinese consulate on your own, please note that cash or personal checks are 
not accepted.  You may use Visa, MasterCard, money order, or cashier’s check.  
 

• ALL Non U.S. Citizens 
--A photocopy of your green card or your valid F-1 student visa along with a copy of your valid I-20. 
--Check the website of the Chinese consulate (or visa processing agency) through which you will be 
applying in case your citizenship requires additional documents. 
 

• For applicants applying through New York, Houston, San Francisco consulate only:   
--Applicants who have previously traveled to China must provide a copy of the previous Chinese visa. If 
the visa was issued to a previous passport, a photocopy of the canceled passport’s information page 
must also be included. 
 

• For applicants of Chinese origin (born in China): 
--Applicants of Chinese origin (born in China) must include a copy of a previous Chinese visa or their 
last original Chinese passport. Make sure the Chinese Name field is completed on the Chinese visa 
application form, in Chinese characters. 

 
• Other documents, if applicable 

--Students who are of not U.S. citizens, students of Chinese descent born in the U.S., and students who 
are U.S. citizens not born in the U.S. may have additional paperwork.  Apply for your visa as early as 
you are able.  Do not delay. 
--Students applying through the Chinese consulates in Houston or Los Angeles must submit a clear 
photocopy of driver’s license or state issued ID.  The address must match the address on the Chinese 
visa application form. 
--Students who have visited Turkey in the past must provide a signed copy of an affidavit giving dates 
and reason for travel. 
 
Once you receive your Chinese tourist visa in your passport, please notify Mary Fedorko at 
mmfedork@syr.edu. 
 
Some additional notes: 
 
--Students who have never received a Chinese tourist visa cannot apply for their first one in Hong Kong.   
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--Students holding Hong Kong citizenship and who travel on the passport of that country WILL need a 
tourist visa to travel to China during the Signature Seminar. 
 
--French citizens are required to apply for their Chinese tourist in person at the Chinese consulate.  
Citizens of certain Schengen countries may also be required to apply in person. See Chinese consulate 
website for more details.   

 
 
       (Continue to next page) 
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Hong Kong Student Visa Application 

 
SU Hong Kong Center students only 

 

Spring 2020 
 
 

(use this template to complete your application) 
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Chinese Tourist Visa Application 
 

Spring 2020 
 

(use this template to complete your application) 
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